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WELCOME 
BACK TO 
BECCS 
 
Welcome to this first revised 
edition of the Beccehamian 
RFC Club newsletter which has 
seen a gap of over 20 years 
since the last one was written. 
We will be looking to issue 
one every 6 weeks or so, each 
one with a different guest 
editor. We are very keen to 
include news articles and 
updates and stories, profiles 
on players of all ages and 
abilities, and those of people 
who no longer play or coach 
at the club but are very much 
still involved with our great 
set-up. If you have anything 
you would like to include in a 
future edition, please step 
forward with your material as 
the next one after tis is being 
prepared. 

Beccehamian News 

 
 

WHATS BEEN HAPPENING AT BECCS SINCE THE 
LOCKDOWN 
 
Well the senior players have been back at training under strict COVID-19 
guidelines since the end of the last regular season, both men and women, and 
now being joined by players from the academy, all under the guidance pf head 
coach Dave Sia. Girls are also training two nights a week and being led by Paul 
Rochester, Paul Thirkettle and Jak Lipka, and with the nights drawing in we are 
making great use at last of our floodlights which light the pitch brilliantly. 
Off the pitch the Executive Management team have instructed M&E Design & 
Build to undertake a modernization programme to overhaul the electrics and 
plumbing at the club which was becoming unsafe, much of it has not been 
updated some the clubhouse was built in 1972.  
You will see nicely a redecorated hall and members bar area with all wiring neatly 
located in trays beneath the ceiling making access easier, all AV systems updated 
and 2 x 65 inch TVs in the main hall. 
There will be new blinds in the main hall and the main hall bar has been refreshed 
to provide a more modern look and feel. We have acquired a new kitchen which 
has led to an extension of the existing area to accommodate the additional 
equipment and the floor has been re-laid and strengthened. The whole club will 
have a refreshed look and feel to it and is something we can all be proud of as 
members. 
This has had a big effect on the club funds because the project also includes the 
installation of a new fire detection system and updating and replacing of the 
existing fire extinguishers. It will also include the introduction of a new CCTV 
system making our clubhouse not only more secure and act as a deterrent, but 
also safeguard anybody working at the club alone. This has been made possible 
by our members’ fantastic support in paying their subs for the current year on 
time. Subscriptions will not be increased and will remain the same as they were 
for last season. 
A big thanks to Jak Lipka and Paul Thirkettle for overseeing the project and to Mike 
Watkins and Jon Lipka at M&E Design and Build for undertaking the work involved 
in this ambitious project. 
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TALE FROM 
AN UNDER 10 
 
I won a place to play on the 
pitch at Twickenham as we 
were one of the teams playing 
in the tournament that 
morning. Each of the 6 teams 
chosen to play on the pitch 
were pulled out of a hat from 
all the other teams playing in 
the festival that morning. I felt 
so excited that I was going to 
be playing on the pitch that 
England rugby players play on. 
The suspense while standing 
in the waiting area was huge 
before we went on the pitch. 
We decided who was playing 
the full game and left the 
tunnel heading out onto the 
pitch. I felt amazed by how big 
it felt and by how many 
people were there, waving 
flags and making lots of noise. 
When the game started I was 
on the pitch, I was substituted 
at half time, but even sitting 
on the grass it felt amazing 
and the atmosphere was 
overwhelming. After the full 
time whistle was blown we 
filed off the pitch and 
watched the second half of 
the Saracens game.  
Dylan Kempton 

 

PLAYER PROFILE – DAVE LEBAS 
 Name: David Le Bas/DLB (aka The Fat Controller) 
 Age: 27 years’ old 
 Position: Prop 
 When did you start playing rugby? 8 years old  
 When did you join Beccs? February 2018 
 What is your favourite moment playing for Beccs? Charlton Park away 

in 2019, coming from behind to win (and I even scored!) 
Teammates  
 Who is the most annoying in training?  Foggy – the bloke has never 

heard of a one-metre gap in a lineout 
 Who is the worst dressed? George Lipka – classic millennial, a bit too 

“cool” for me 
 Who is the team hardman? Sol Usher – nobody comes close 
 Who is the biggest diva? I’d like to say Miles “Hayes Hall of Fame” 

Entwistle, but he’s surprisingly tough… so I’ll go for Jack Cowell (aka 
Magic Jack) 

 Who is the player you would least like to be stuck in a lift with? Scott 
Macaulay – despite the tight space he could still sidestep me 

 

 

 



3 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Club day seniors only at   
               Beckenham RFC Saturday  

17th October 2020 
 

Club day for seniors only  
at home versus  

Beckenham RFC  
Saturday 31st October 2020 

 
 

31st October grand re-opening  
of refurbished clubhouse 

 
CLUB AGM 12th November  

(provisional) 
 

 

I won a place to play on the pitch at were one of 
the teams playing in a tournament that morning. 

Each of the 6 teams chosen to play on the pitch 
were pulled out of a hat from all the other teams 
playing in the festival that morning. 

I felt so excited that I was going to be playing on 
the pitch that the England Rugby Players play on. 

21ST CENTURY CLUBHOUSE UPDATE SEPT 2020 
At the end of December 2019 we were granted planning permission for an 
extension to the east side (nearest the car park) of our clubhouse. Within this 
there would be a number of internal structural changes in order to 
accommodate and improve our facilities for our membership. Overall the 
program of work will include: 
 
1. Two non-gender specific changing rooms with private showers and toilets 

enabling the club to provide independent male and female changing 
facilities so that these can occur at the same time. 

2. The installation of a disabled lift for access to first floor. 
3. The installation of disabled toilet which will also include baby changing 

facilities. 
4. Extend, relocate, and improve the Ladies toilet facilities. 
5. A new Physiotherapy treatment / independent injury assessment and 

recovery room. 
6. Relocate the entrance nearer to the car park and a new lobby and staircase.
7. Extend the Members bar floor space so that it can be used more 

independently from the Hall. 
8. Install a pitch facing side balcony and a large terrace area with access points

from both the Members bar and Hall which will provide a brilliant viewing 
facility for matches. 

9. Relocate the current Match Officials changing room.  
10. A storage room for rugby equipment replacing the current storage 

containers. 
 
The overall project is being managed by Nigel Putner with Robbie Broadhurst 
assisting and we anticipate the costs to complete being in the order of £300-
£500K. We had an initial target completion of Sept 2021 but this is being 
revised due to the Covid19 pandemic impacting activities. 
 
Since planning permission was granted we have set up 2 sub-committees to 
assist in driving the project: 
- Beccs Build Committee (BBC) - Handling all aspects relating to the physical 

build. 
- Fund Raising Committee (FRC) - Managing fund raising aspects required 

for the proposals 
 
Both sub-committees have been active and have progressed their activities as 
best as has been possible given the current constrains in meeting and social 
distancing: 
- The BBC currently being led by Nigel Putner, have defined our detailed 

requirements and scoped all of the work required to be undertaken in 
order for us to invite building companies to tender for the construction 
design and build work. These are now ready to be issued, however, we 
require some funds to be raised in order to pay for this detailed design 
and architecture work and also approval from our London Borough of 
Bromley Landlord for the extension prior to commencing this next stage. 
Unfortunately, the LBB Landlord approval is currently being blocked whilst 
we agree suitable compensation for the Field Maple tree located where 
the extension is proposed, but we hope to resolve this in the very near 
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The suspense while standing in the waiting area 
was huge before we went on the pitch.  

WHY GIRLS 
RUGBY ? 
 

I joined the girls rugby team 
because I used to play in a 
mixed team where I slowly fell 
out of love with the game. 
During tackling training, I didn’t 
feel like I was part of a team as I 
was paired up with a boy who 
was larger than me and kept 
flattening me! 

I wanted to rejoin a rugby team 
because I’ve always had a love 
for the game and when I found 
out about Beccs I came to have 
a look, I watched a match and 
really wanted to join. When I 
did all the girls made me feel 
really welcome and like I was 
part of the team straight away. 

Even I struggled they were all 
supporting to me and 
encouraged me to keep trying 
and were really nice and kind to 
me. 

Amelia Russel full game and left 
the tunnel heading out onto the 

When the game started I was on the pitch.  I was 
substituted at half time, but even sitting on the 
grass it felt amazing and the atmosphere was 
overwhelming. 

future. Once approved this will then enable us to renegotiate out Lease 
and start the tender process. 
 

- The FRC, led by Rhiannon Davies, had scheduled a great program of events 
to start from last March, however, with the lockdown and current social 
distancing constraints these have been constrained somewhat. Not to be 
deterred a number of other initiatives have been thought up and these 
will be communicated over the coming months. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Rhi if you have some ideas. 

 
Prior to engaging with 3rd Parties we needed to undertake an assessment of 
the current building to determine our ability to extend the use of existing 
services and what potentially required replacement. Unfortunately, the 
independent assessment reports on current services were not as healthy as 
we had hoped and your Beccs Executive Committee agreed that a program of 
remediation work needed to be undertaken on the current club house as a 
matter of urgency. This work should be completed by early October and if you 
are able to visit the club house you will notice some significant improvements. 
In addition, and wherever possible, where new facilities have been installed, 
we have future proofed these to cater for the proposed extension and internal 
changes so that future costs are reduced when we come to them for the 
extension. Needless to say we needed to complete the remediation work first 
and determine what club reserves are available prior to progressing any 
Extension activities further and this has caused a slight delay in the proposed 
program. 
 
If you are able to assist in anyway, work for a company that might want to 
sponsor, would like to make a donation yourself, or have a fund raising idea 
then please contact either Nigel Putner (nigel@putner.co.uk); Robbie 
Broadhurst (bossnest@yahoo.com) or Rhiannon Davies 
(rhiannon.davies1@hotmail.co.uk). 
Below are the current drawings and floor plans of the proposed extension and 
internal changes to the club house: 
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THE 
MAKINGS 
OF AN 
ALICKADOO 
 

Name: Kempy 

Joined: 1994 (aged 16) 

Played: 500 appearances for all 5 
senior sides, Colts, U21s and 
Vets 

Kent 1 and Kent Vase Champs 
2005/6 and 20 seasons in first XV 

Both U21 and U19 team captain 

Position: Anywhere but really a 
full back 

RFU Accredited Level 2 coach led 
from U6s to U15s 

Proudest Moment: hosting 
Christy Jordan memorial festival 

Current U15 coach and Youth 
Rugby Chair, Coaching Co-
Ordinator and key contributor to 
club website and social media 

Danny Kemp aged 42.75 

 

 

Below is some content from a couple of our players who are 
key workers discussing covid and how it impacted their roles. 
 
Covid-19 has been a strange and difficult time for most. Two members of our 
ladies’ team have been key workers throughout and share their experience: 
  
"I work in a school for children and young adults with special educational 
needs (SEN). Walking out of work on that Friday when lockdown was put into 
place was one of the strangest days ever; knowing there was a chance I 
wouldn’t see some of my pupils for months due to shielding was horrible.  The 
week that followed we only had 3 pupils in, so I stayed at home completing 
Uni work. 
I was then called in a week later as skeleton staff, and was very glad to help 
out. It was lovely to be able to work with pupils who I have never taught 
before and quite possibly wouldn't again. 
I work in KS4/5 and had the pleasure to be able to work with some of the 
primary pupils. I started off working one day a week and that quite quickly 
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l time whistle was blown we filed off the pitch 
and watched the second half of the Saracen 

 

 

WHY GIRLS 
RUGBY, 
ANOTHER 
TALE  
 

I joined girl’s rugby because I 
always wished about since I was 
little, I had played rugby with 
my brother growing up but 
never took it seriously.  I always 
felt a little different when my 
friends were doing dance and I 
was looking over to the boys 
playing rugby matches next 
door. I was so overjoyed when I 
learnt about a girls rugby team 
training only 15 minutes away. I 
loved it the first time I went and 
all the girls were so welcoming 
and lovely, nowadays some of 
those girls are my best friends. 
Rugby has a massive impact on 
my life and it’s a place where I 
can just relax and do something 
I love. Its such a friendly 
environment and I couldn’t 
imagine my life without it. 

Lucy Balmain 

 
 

went up to 2, then 3 days and then I ended up full time which was something I 
wanted to do. A lot of staff were unable to come in due to medical reasons 
and as I showed no symptoms and was healthy, I was more than happy to 
work every day and you could tell some of the pupils were happy and needed 
to be back with a routine after so long off. I love my job anyway and have 
worked at my school for 9 years now and am very glad I could be of some help 
to those pupils and families" 
- Teaching Assistant @ Riverside School, Sarah Moorhouse 
  
** 
  
"The whole period has been a strange roller coaster for me, just like everyone 
else. At first I was a little dismissive, then I began to feel concerned and 
isolated. I also felt like a fraud, because although I am considered a key 
worker, I was never at risk as much as doctors, nurses, police officers and 
supermarket workers who amongst others kept the country running.  I was 
well protected and looked after by my job.  In many ways being able to keep a 
sense of normality through work continuing as normal as possible, meant I 
had something to focus on rather than the negatives experienced by most. 
It was almost escapism for me.  I feel so fortunate that I have the stability that 
many others didn’t and still don’t. Although I was a little jealous of those who 
got some time off to make banana bread, at least for the first couple of weeks. 
Adjusting to the new normal and trying to take the positives from it all has 
been challenging. In a usual week I was primarily based in central London 5/6 
days a week, giving evidence at court and being on hand in the lab when 
urgent work came in. This turned into working from home for 4 days a week, 
joining Zoom case conferences wearing a smart top and pyjama bottoms and 
at one point being the only person on Westminster Bridge at 8:30am! London 
was like an abandoned film set and felt so sad being so empty when it’s 
normally so full of life.  
The biggest change is learning (or being forced to learn) to work less. It’s very 
easy not to switch off with my job and the lines between home and work life 
become blurred.  Lockdown for me feels like a big reset button, as it’s 
reminded me of what is important: family, friends, rest, exercising, socialising, 
reading, all things that were taken for granted so easily before. Of course one 
of the biggest changes for me, I joined a rugby team to train while the gyms 
were closed, got hooked and never looked back!". 
- Forensic scientist @ Metropolitan Police, Katie Killick  
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